Tna iditor of the Bulletin said she liked this statement and wanted to 
puoiish it. one later wrote that they had been unable to use it and hoped 
we could get its suoject matter into another publication. The editor in 1 
chief also wrote me that I had made my point and that they would print it. 



June 2.;, lybl 

The Editor 

Tiie Bulletin of tae atomic Scientists 
1020-24 East jjct.i St 
Chicago, 111 6063? 

Dear Sirs: 

Tna article by George Kennon "Gc.'.olursnio, Soli tics and the East— Zest 
Relationship in the ..ay issue of the Bulletin deals with a cart of 
recent history and it.- relevance to the threat of nuclear war and the 
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happened in writing s 
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Through skillful but potentially catastrophic diplomacy and naval 

rresicent Kennedy had pursuuded Khruschev to withdraw Russian 



Loyment , 



aiiasnes ire:-'. Tuba in return 'for assurances taut the t.nited dtates would 
•-ot i.ivadd the island. The two superpowers looked into the nuclear r-ve 
and oacxed away with. .a new appreciation of the .-.eed for peaceful accomodation. 
As Admiraa. yuan nickover out it: 'The cold war turned the corner in 
October, 1 >c2, it has uver been the same since. 1 ' 

Out of that confrontation between Khruschev and Kennedy and its resolution 
there emerged a united front between Kennedy and Khruschev 

agui..st the military hawks in their respective countries, dome of the background 
oi this development is described in Kenneth O' Donr-ell's Johnnie r e Hardly 
.'.new 1 3 in his account of Kennedy* s decision thtt the United States must 
get out oi Vietnam. Kennedy had been astounded and greatly impressed that 
General Douglas .--.ac Arthur had come and urged him to diseng ge from the 
Vietnamese conflict. in this visit 2acArth..r "was extremely critical of the 
.salitary advice from the Pentagon, blaming it on the military .leadership 
which, he said, & ad advanced the wrong officers. * 'You were lucky to 'nave 
had that nap pen in Cuba, where the strategic cost was not too 

great, 'he said about the Bay of Gigs, and urged the president (against) 
a military build-up in Vietnam." - 

Senate majority leader -Mike Mansfield had similarly urged against tL_t policy. 
Kennedy had told him he now agreed with the Senator's thinking oi the need 
for a complete military withdrawal from Vietnam. 3 ' Donnell quoted him as 
saying "But I can't do it until after 1 'J&5 — after I*m re-elected" and 
i-.ansfiald had agreed. Then after Mansfield left Kennedy told O'Donnell "So 
we uaa ostt-^r be damn sure I am r -•elected. 1 ’ 



That ,a& the background for the situation George Kennon described as a.liruschev* 
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r ci ng "largely without response from the Vest." Khruschev' s own perspective 
on this coni'irn.s O'Donnells: In his autobi ogrsphy Khruschev Re.-.em bers he 

wrote: "I'll always remieriber the late president with deep* respect 

because, i r, the final analysis, he showed himself to be sober wminded ana 
determined to avoid war. . .re showed real vrisdoir, and statesmanship 
when he turned his back on right-wing forces in the United States who were 
trying tc goad him into taking nalitafy action against Cuba. It was a great 
victory for us. . . « Khruschev confirmed this appraisal further on: ' 

"As for Kennedy, his death vss a great loss. He was gifted with the ability 
to resolve international conflicts by negotiation, as the whole world learned 
during the so-called Cuban crisis.. .1 believe that if Kennedy had lived, 
relations between the Soviet Union and the United States would be much better 
than they are. sfny do I say that? 3ec £ use Kennedy would never have let his 
country get bogged down in Vietnam." 

Edward Crankshaw in his biography of Khruschev wrote that with the understanding 
that developed between Kennedy ana Khruschev, "Khruschev was once more the world 
statesman, moving back to the spirit of Camp David - -and beyond. His great 
aim wow was to liquidate all possible obstacles to a further improvement of 
relations with America." But "The assassination of president Kennedy in 
November 19^3 had been a shattering blow." Without the united endeavor with 
Kennedy for world peace Khruschev' s part in this endeavor was vulnerable to 
the Soviet hawks and he was displaced from Russia's leadership. 



In his book The Pleasure of his Company president Kennedy's Assis slant Secretar; 
the Saw Paul fey Or. told of asking the President if he were not concerned 
about a" possible" military takeover of the country. Kennedy had £ nswerered "If 
there were a third Bay of Piss, it could happen." And he commented" 1 only God 
knows lust what segment of democracy they would be defencmgaf tney overthrew 
the elected establishment.'" 

The CIA organized invasion at the Bay of Pigs had been prepared jy the 

Eisenhower acramsirc cion atic. * *, * , - A .. . ^ 

. . , - , ^ *v. (-)-■ in- iiJioerst2.ncL2.ni- ~ L 

Kennedy haa been sole on £C 2 n L vauh it °-j 



' uprising that would take place and not a n 



was E U.s. 5 ;?h^tea jopui^ co^a-able to the Soviet takeover 

invasion by the Uratec Su^es - 3- — - cc *-*; . .. n -r ine 

in Czechoslovakia. So Kennedy had refused to allow the ^olve..:enu o w e 
United States air force. This refusal to allow t.ne ray 

a governmental armed invasion of Cuba naa entered one ^ 5 

cor-a and v^edy arair. refused to allow the armeo forces oo in.aDe C.b. a- 
- outers' of the'nissile crisis, but came to tge.c^wo^^u 



that Khruschev praised so highly. This constituted in effect i 
"bay of pigs" so far as the military leadership was conc=rne-. 

George Kennon saw but one aspect of the Cuban missile crisis in writing of it 

"In the U*2 episode and the Cuban missile crisis the two great nuclear powers 
traded fateful mistakes, further confirming each other's conviction that arms 
forces and armed force alone, would eventually determine the outcome of their 
differences. . . In short, what was brewed is the dreadful militarization Oj 
entire East-Vest relationship." 



Lhe 



Presiaent Kennedy's resolution of the missile crisis was precisely tc avoid that 
outcome, and Khrusehev clearly understood this was the case. But to the military, 
the resolution of the missile -crisis ana Kennedy's determination to get out of 
Vietnam were a second bay of nigs happened and a third in prcspectT Hence the 
nece_sity in uheir thinking of making a transition from Kennedy's world peace 
perspective to Lyndon Johnson's dependable teamwork with the military establishment. 
So it was no accident that an army general was present at the navi' autopsy of 
.resident Kennedy's body and ordered the autopsy prematurely terminated'— as 
one of the medical officers testified in court in New Orleans. The evidence"" o^ 
a conspiracy resulting in cross fire from two assassins was in this way avoided. 

Tnis as the _ page of world history that George Kennon left out, leaving 
a mistaken appraisal of both Khruschev' s and the United States' part in the 
abortive move to end the threat of nuclear war and conflict between the two 
superpowers . 
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■Griscom Korgan 




